
WARRICK COUNTY COUNCIL MEETING 

2015 Budget Adoption  

 COMMISSIONERS MEETING ROOM 

107 W.  Locust Street 

 Boonville, Indiana 

  October 16, 2014 

 6:00 P.M. 
 
The Warrick County Council met in regular session in the Warrick County Courthouse, 107 W. Locust Street, Boonville, 
Indiana.  
 
Council President, Gary Meyer called the meeting to order.   
 
Pledge of Allegiance  
 
Roll Call  
 
Krystal Powless:  Gary Meyer?   
 
Gary Meyer:  Here 
 
Krystal Powless: Greg Richmond?    
 
Greg Richmond:  Here 
 
Krystal Powless:  Al Holweger?   
 
Allan Holweger:  Here 
 
Krystal Powless:  Paul Rudolph?   
 
Paul Rudolph:   
 
Krystal Powless:  David Hachmeister?   
 
David Hachmeister:  Here 
 
Krystal Powless:  Brad Overton?   
 
Brad Overton:  Here 
 
Krystal Powless:  Charlie Christmas? 
 
Charlie Christmas:  Yes 
 
 2015 Budget Adoption 
 
Gary Meyer:  Okay, the only item on our agenda is Adoption of the Budget.  Before we vote on it I’ve got a couple of 
things I’d like to bring up.  It’s been brought to my attention by rumors, which is always reliable, the President of the Solid 
Waste and their attorney is concerned about us advertising their rate higher then we should of.  And so what we did, she 
put down the rate as point one (.1) and last year it was point zero zero four one (.0041)5? 
 
Krystal Powless:  Point zero four three one (.0431). 
 
Gary Meyer:  Point zero four three one (.0431).  And this year we advertised it at point one (.1), and the President of the 
Solid Waste and their attorney had some reservations about that.  They didn’t come to me; they didn’t come to the Vice-
President, they hit Krystal up about it which was what really bothered me5 
 
Krystal Powless:  And they also talked to5 
 
Gary Meyer:  And they talked to our attorney about this and so, I don’t know if you want to lower that, if you want to keep 
it where it is, I’m just telling you so you know that they are concerned about it and they are concerned that we advertised 
it too high.  So, if would advertise it at two point seven percent (2.7%), which is what the growth was it would be point 
zero four (.045)... 
 
Krystal Powless:  Four three (43).  (.0443) 
 
Gary Meyer:  Four three (43).  (.0443)  Now, we can do that, we can leave it where it is, I was just going to bring it up 
before we vote on this so you’re aware of this.   
 
Krystal Powless:  To somewhat clarify, I believe they are thinking that by you approving the point one (.1) that they 
should get the money that’s equivalent to the point one (.1) rate, okay?  Well, the way the State Board of Accounts 
handles this, you guys set the levy, the budget of course, and then you set the levy, well, we don’t know at this time what 
the assessed values are going to be so we can’t really calculate a true tax rate.  So, I always advertise everything high 
so that we can get the maximum amount of money we can get.  So, if you lower the rate to point zero four four three 
(.0443), which is two point seven percent (2.7%), which is what the state allows, I’m afraid if assessed values come in 
lower they’re not going to get the full levy because once you set that rate they can’t go over that rate.  And that’s why I 
advertise them higher and we approved them higher.   
 
Gary Meyer:  They don’t seem to understand.   
 
Brad Overton:  So they’re more concerned with wanting extra money if we go with the higher rate now?  
 
Krystal Powless:  I’m not sure what they were concerned about.  I’m really not sure. 
 
Gary Meyer:  I don’t think they know the difference between the rate and the levy. 
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Charlie Christmas:  Yeah, that’s what I said. 
 
Krystal Powless:  I think they were concerned that they weren’t getting the maximum amount of money that we said they 
could get and that we were doing something else with that money.   
 
Charlie Christmas:  Where have I heard that before? 
 
Gary Meyer:  Well, we’ll talk about that later too, that’s another issue. 
 
Krystal Powless:  But that’s not the case, they’re not going to bring in the amount of the rate that you approve.  They’re 
going5right now, the way we have it set up, they will bring in the levy that you approve.  If we lower this thing down to 
point zero four four three (.0443) and something happens to our assess values like an ALCOA appeal or something and 
they fluctuate and they drop then they’re going to get less money on their penny, you know?  That’s why I advertise it 
higher, that’s why I have you approve and adopt a higher amount then what it will actually be.  And then the state comes 
in and adjusts them and, you know, I’m sure we5I didn’t look it up and I should have but I’m sure we approved point 
one (.1) for them last year too and the state dropped it to point zero four three one (.0431).   
 
Gary Meyer:  From the way I understand the state will drop the rate to adjust to the levy.   
 
Krystal Powless:  Correct. 
 
Gary Meyer:  They’ll do that.  
 
Charlie Christmas:  That’s what they did. 
 
Gary Meyer:  And I think there’s some confusion with them that they think the rate is the same thing as a levy, it is not. 
 
Krystal Powless:  Right. 
 
Gary Meyer:  I wanted to bring it up, I didn’t know if you all wanted to do anything about it, leave it alone, or what but5 
 
David Hachmeister:  Well, that was my question, why they’re concerned about how it was advertised. 
 
Gary Meyer:  Well, they thought if we advertise it at point one (.1) they should get the money that point one (.1) brings in 
which is a lot more than5 
 
David Hachmeister:  Not necessarily. 
 
Gary Meyer:  Well, yeah theoretically, which is more than the levy5 
 
Al Holweger:  It’d be double of what we’re5the point zero four four three (.0443), it’d be over double. 
 
Gary Meyer:  Yeah, and they5so they5 
 
Krystal Powless:  And I do advertise them high, I’m not considering saying I don’t. 
 
Gary Meyer:  We always have.  We always have.   
 
Krystal Powless:  I just put5 
 
Charlie Christmas:  You better advertise it high. 
 
Krystal Powless:  I just put5if it’s above point zero five (.005) I’ll put point one (.1), if it’s below I’ll put5 
 
Al Holweger:  We’ll if they’re concerned let’s go back to the point four four three (.0443) and then if they don’t get the 
money that they want then maybe they’ll understand.  Sometime you have to5 
 
Charlie Christmas:  Yeah, they might understand, it might create other problems though. 
 
Allan Holweger:  I understand but5sometime you have5 
 
David Hachmeister:  Then that’s their problem isn’t it? 
 
Charlie Christmas:  Well, yeah Dave, but you know5let’s not chop the nose off just for them spite your face. 
 
Krystal Powless:  I mean, you go and say point one (.1), you could say point zero five (.05), I mean that gets it more 
inline, I mean, and you could do something like that. 
 
Gary Meyer:  We could do that.  We can set it wherever we want to but if we’re going to change it we need to do it 
probably before we adopt anything, now, if we’re going to do this so5 
 
Al Holweger:  What do you want to do? 
 
Greg Richmond:  I’ve never heard of this. 
 
Gary Meyer:  I didn’t either, Greg.  I heard it from her and I heard it from our attorney and that’s another thing that 
bothers me. 
 
Greg Richmond:  They shouldn’t have called them they should talk to me first. 
 
Gary Meyer:  Exactly.  You’re on the Board; you’re our Representative.  They should talk to you or us or me because I’m 
president, either one of us would work. 
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Greg Richmond:  There was some discussion on the Council wanting to set5(someone coughed) they were worried 
about that, so you’re right, maybe they don’t understand. 
 
Charlie Christmas:  They don’t understand. 
 
Gary Meyer:  I think that’s it and that should not be our problem and it should not be her problem to defend our5that’s 
what bothers me.  They were jumping on her and our attorney for decisions that we’ve made and we should5God 
knows you guys are strong enough that you can defend your own voice; she shouldn’t have to do that.  That’s my 
problem. 
 
Greg Richmond:  Who called?  Don? 
 
Krystal Powless:  Todd called Greg, Don did some checking with the State Board of Accounts and I think the AIC and5 
 
Gary Meyer:  Well, I’m going to get into that issue too, that’s something else. 
 
Krystal Powless:  Honestly, I’m supposed to help direct you guys in what5I feel comfortable with what we’re doing and 
approving a higher rate so that people can get their maximum amount. 
 
Allan Holweger:  Is there a possibility you could go check last year, but I think you’re right, we did do5 
 
Charlie Christmas:  We do that. 
 
Brad Overton:  We always go high. 
 
Krystal Powless:  Oh, I know I went high, I just don’t know exactly what it was.   
 
Allan Holweger:  I remember because we discussed this last year. 
 
Krystal Powless:  I’m sure it was point one (.1), you can’t quote me without looking but5 
 
Charlie Christmas:  I’d just as soon we leave it like it is and go on. 
 
Allan Holweger:  Yeah, because the state’s going to make the adjustment so it doesn’t, it’s not going to make any 
difference what we do here. 
 
Brad Overton:  We’re not doing anything wrong. 
 
Allan Holweger:  No. 
 
David Hachmeister:  No. 
 
Allan Holweger:  We’re helping them more than we hindering them. 
 
Brad Overton:  Yeah, I mean, if we5exactly. 
 
Greg Richmond:  Well, I’ll communicate to them that they need to check with me first before they do that and5 
 
Gary Meyer:  Well, if everybody is5 
 
Greg Richmond:  Yeah, they don’t understand. 
 
Gary Meyer:  I think that’s it. 
 
Allan Holweger:  Yeah.  I5 
 
Gary Meyer:  If everybody is comfortable with it, okay, and one other issue I was going to tell you about.  There’s been 
some communication that our attorney read a statute differently than their attorney did supposedly and5 
 
Allan Holweger:  Ours is right. 
 
Gary Meyer:  Of course he’s right.  We moved5if you remember we moved three hundred thousand dollars 
($300,000.00) out of EDIT to Rainy Day Fund.  According to the President of the Commissioners we need their 
permission to do this.  And according to our attorney we do not need it because they just passed this new law in July that 
says we can move a fund to the Rainy Day Fund.  Well, they5Don is upset that we didn’t come to the Commissioners to 
ask for approval for this and I think there’s two (2) attorney that disagree maybe, um5 
 
Greg Granger:  Let me5 
 
Gary Meyer:  Go ahead5 
 
Greg Granger:  Help clarify a little more, there’s two (2) different statutes, there’s the EDIT statute itself and the EDIT 
statute says that the Commissioners, in our case, the Commissioners can transfer money out of EDIT but then they 
need the Councils approval to do that but they make the transfer and then they have to adjust their Capital Improvement 
Plan.  The statute that we transferred money out of EDIT to the Rainy Day Fund was that recent amendment last year 
when we did it to the statute that allows transfers from unencumbered funds, including EDIT that you can make that 
transfer.  Well, their argument it seems to be that you can do that with a revised statute of last year but if you’re going to 
transfer it out of EDIT you have to come to them to get their approval to do it because they say it affects their Capital 
Improvement Plan.  My question was, are they saying that all the money in EDIT is used for the Capital Improvement 
Plan?  I don’t know that they’re saying that, that would be my distinction of saying, okay, if you say you have to adjust the 
Capital Improvement Plan are you arguing that all the money in EDIT is used for Capital Improvement? 
 
Greg Richmond:  What5 
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Greg Granger:  So there’s two (2) different statutes. 
 
Greg Richmond:  That what the5(someone coughs)5is that the lady that sponsored that bill is going to fix it at this next 
session5 
 
Gary Meyer:  When will that be? 
 
Greg Richmond:  That she realized the conflict.  I don’t know.  And I don’t know law but what government I studied, 
when you pass a new law and it affects an old law that new law stands.   
 
Gary Meyer:  Supersedes it.   
 
Greg Richmond:  Unless there’s a conflict with the constitution because statute is different from constitution. 
 
Krystal Powless:  And again, there needs to be clarification but according to the statute we don’t feel like we’re doing 
anything wrong. 
 
Gary Meyer:  Right, and I don’t think we are either and I’m not asking to change anything. 
 
Greg Richmond:  I tried to tell him that, the Commissioners meeting that he goes to they tell him that our Council is out 
of line and this has happened to us before. 
 
Gary Meyer:  I know. 
 
Allan Holweger:  It sounds more like a power struggle than it does5 
 
Gary Meyer:  Well, here again, what bothers me about it is they didn’t come to me or Greg but they attacked our 
Administrative Assistant, called our Attorney accusing us of maybe doing something wrong instead of coming to us 
upfront. 
 
Krystal Powless:  And I want to clarify that ‘attack’ might be a strong word, I really didn’t feel5 
 
Gary Meyer:  Well5 
 
Krystal Powless:  But I was approached and he is upset about it so5 
 
Gary Meyer:  I know, he told me that today.  But anyway, I just think you guys should know this, that’s the only reason I 
brought that up.  I’m not advocating doing anything differently, I just want you to know because everybody else knew 
except this council didn’t and I think this council should know things like this.   
 
David Hachmeister:  That’s another thing, why did anyone wait until today to question it? 
 
Krystal Powless:  Well, he questioned it5 
 
Gary Meyer:  Oh no, he’s questioned it before.   
 
David Hachmeister:  Okay, okay. 
 
Gary Meyer:  I just had the discussion with him today.   
 
Greg Richmond:  I think more than likely what will happen is this issue will just be kind of forgotten and go away 
eventually, cause I think5 
 
Krystal Powless:  He led me to believe that5 
 
Greg Richmond:  Yeah. 
 
Gary Meyer:  Hopefully it will, but I think here again I think the council should know this kind of stuff up front.  That’s all 
I’m saying.   
 
Allan Holweger:  Yeah. 
 
David Hachmeister:  I agree. 
 
Charlie Christmas:  I agree with you. 
 
Gary Meyer:  I’ve got one more issue to bring up but it’ll be after we5 
 
Charlie Christmas:  You keep saying one more issue5 
 
Gary Meyer:  I know, I know, I’m trying to get out of here but5that’s all I had to bring up about the budget.   
 
Greg Richmond:  If I could, if I may ask you permission, could you ask our legal counsel, Greg, to perhaps inquire at the 
State House quietly, not necessarily tell them that you’re going to be doing this just to see what an opinion might be out 
of the State House?  I don’t know what channel you go through just to see if5I’m curious to see because if we are 
wrong then we need to correct this in the future; if they are wrong then they need to5get over it. 
 
Greg Granger:  Well, I’ll tell you Greg, I did a little research and there was another county5I want to say Putnam but it 
may be wrong, where they had this very same dispute but it was more to the extent of the commissioners were going to 
sue the council for the transfer and they had inquired of the Department of Local Government Finance or State Board of 
Accounts and State Board of Accounts says ‘you get your attorneys opinion, we’re not going to give you guidance on 
that’ because the statutes were in conflict.  But apparently they resolved it, as far as I know it was never a law suit filed, 
so I don’t know if we’re going to get any guidance from the state at this point. 
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Krystal Powless:   Probably because there is a conflict5 
 
Gary Meyer:  They’re not going to pick sides. 
 
Greg Richmond: I stressed to Commissioner Williams the importance of building this fund and he agreed, ‘yeah, we 
should build the fund’ he kept saying we should ask the Commissioners first. 
 
Krystal Powless:  He told me that today too, he didn’t have a problem with the transfers; he just had a problem that he 
felt that we needed to ask their permission.   
 
Gary Meyer:  Okay, anything else?  I need a motion to adopt the budget.   
 
Charlie Christmas:  So moved. 
 
Krystal Powless:  I think I need5at least I have a couple things here. 
 
Gary Meyer:  Wait a minute, you stated your motion, Charlie.  
 
Charlie Christmas:  It’s already rescinded. 
 
Gary Meyer:  Okay. 
 
Krystal Powless:  I just want to say for the record, instead of reading5she has to type it all again for tonight’s meeting 
but instead of reading it all, I just want to say that we would be approving the Warrick County Council Ordinance 2014-
03 which is the Salary Ordinance; we would be approving Ordinance for Appropriation in Tax Rates which is 2014-04.  
Could we motion separately on them? 
 
Allan Holweger:  Do them all at once.  Wouldn’t it be easier to do them all at once? 
 
Krystal Powless:  Maybe do those two (2) and then do Solid Waste separate. 
 
Greg Granger:  Yes. 
 
Krystal Powless:  Okay, so that would be the motion would be for the Salary Ordinance and the Appropriation and Tax 
Rates.   
 
Charlie Christmas:  I like the way she puts that, that’s what I was5 
 
Gary Meyer:  Is that your motion?   
 
Charlie Christmas:  That’s my motion.  You did a good job there. 
 
Gary Meyer:  Motions been made to approve the Salary Ordinance and the5I’m sorry, what was that? 
 
Krystal Powless:  Appropriations. 
 
Gary Meyer:  Appropriations5 
 
Krystal Powless:  2014-03 and 2014-04. 
 
Allan Holweger:  And I’ll second it. 
 
Gary Meyer:  And seconded by Al.  Any further discussion?  All those in favor?  Opposed?  Motion carried six (6), zero 
(0). 
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Krystal Powless:  And then the last one would be the Appropriation and Tax Rate for Solid Waste which is 2014-05. 
 
Allan Holweger:  That’s at the one percent (1%), correct? 
 
Krystal Powless:  That is at the one percent (1%). 
 
Allan Holweger:  Okay, I’ll make the motion to approve 2014-05.   
 
Gary Meyer:  Motions been made by Al to approve the Solid Waste, is there a second? 
 
Greg Richmond:  Second. 
 
Gary Meyer:  And seconded by Greg, any further discussion.  All those in favor?  Opposed?  Motion carried six (6), zero 
(0). 
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Krystal Powless:  I didn’t have a sign in so you may want to see if they want to speak. 
 
Gary Meyer:  Is there anybody that would like to talk to council?  Okay, I’ve got one more issue to bring up and 
unfortunately it goes back to Solid Waste.  Here again, a few weeks ago a rumor started around that we were gonna 
either lower the tax rate or the budget for Solid Waste or do something to take their money and put it in General Fund.  
This was a rumor going around from somebody.  And the president of solid waste (I think this should be Commissioner), 
instead of reading the entire email that Krystal sent out, decided he would call the State Board of Accounts, that we did 
something illegal, I think5Greg, you were even attacked about that or asked about it, saying that we did something5 
 
Greg Granger:  Yeah, attacked is another hard word again.  I was asked about it 
 
Gary Meyer:  I know, questioned about it; anyway, that we had done something wrong which we had not does this 
because this is illegal to do, we knew this so we did not do it.  Instead of, here again, instead of the president of the 
commissioners coming to the council and asking, he went around and he called the State Board of Accounts, AIC, his 
attorney and started going that way.  I met with him today and I told him I said, ‘you know, I don’t care if you respect me 
at all, but you need to respect the Council as a body and that does not show any respect.  If we’re doing something 
wrong either tell me as President, as long as I’m President, or the Vice-President that we are and we’re not going to do 
something illegal’ and I got into some discussions about him and of course after he read this email that our 
Administrative Assistant sent him and explained to him that we did not do anything wrong, he did not call the State 
Board of Accounts back to say everything was okay.  The other thing that irritates me about this, sometimes a call to the 
State Board of Accounts indicates an audit and if that happens I certainly hope this Council makes them pay for the 
audit, makes the Commissioners pay for that, whether it happened this time, I don’t know, but I was really upset about 
that and like I said I asked him, I said ‘we’re always going to have strained relations between us and the commissioners 
if this continues’ I said ‘why can’t we just5if we’re doing something you don’t like tell us and if we can we’ll change it and 
vice-versa’ but I said ‘as long as you keep going around the corner because you didn’t read a full email or something, 
we’re going to have strained relations and so I don’t know if it did any good or not, I just wanted the council to know this 
because we’re hearing too many rumors about this and it irritates me that they can’t come up front to us.  I mean, at 
least to the President or the Vice President or somebody.  He reacted on a rumor and did not read her email response to 
it and that really bothered me so I just wanted to explain to you that I did meet with him today expressing this feeling.  
And I told him ‘I said I don’t care if you respect me but you need to respect the council as a body’ and that hasn’t 
happened and that concerns me.  
 
Brad Overton:  Did he have a response for that? 
 
Gary Meyer:  No.  He said that he did not read the last sentence in her email and he did tell me, I will say this, he did tell 
me that he would try to do that in the future.  I said ‘well, I guess that’s all I can ask’ but I said ‘if we’re going to have 
good relations come to us’ I mean we’re here, come to us as a body or me or somebody and tell us you have a problem 
instead of calling State Board of Accounts on something that we didn’t do.  Or attorneys or AIC or whoever it might be; 
that’s what really concerned me.  And then he called her on the coals again about this and here again, she should not 
have to defend our votes at all. 
 
Allan Holweger:  Well, you would have thought his attorney would have said something about it. 
 
Gary Meyer:  Well, I don’t know but you would think somebody would have told him to come to us but I think Greg was 
hit up about it after our last meeting and didn’t know what he was talking about and I just wanted to tell the council what I 
did today so if it comes back to haunt you you know where I was coming from but I really want this council to be 
respected by the commissioners and we’re not.  Not individually but as a body and that shows it to me that we’re not 
right now. 
 
Allan Holweger:  After some of things he did last year you can see that he5 
 
Gary Meyer:  I really, yeah and I really have a problem with that, so I just wanted to tell you, I did meet with him today 
and expressed my concerns about this so that’s all I have.  Anybody else have anything to bring up?  Okay, looking for a 
motion. 
 
(The recording stopped) 
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